Clacton Rugby Club
University of Essex

41 points;
Clacton Kestrels

33 points

Suffolk Merit League – Division Two
Saturday 15th October 2011 

With Clacton’s First XV having the week off as they had received a bye in the RFU Junior Vase, it was the Kestrels who were left to entertain.  And that is exactly what these two teams did, as they racked up over 70 points and ran twelve tries between them in a veritable ‘try-fest’ at Wivenhoe Park.  The Clacton second string were in front for long periods of the game, but succumbed to three tries in the closing ten minutes, and it was the students who gained the Suffolk Merit League points.

Kestrels’ manager, Alan Lee, resisted the temptation to load the side with first team players, and only included two of the substitutes from the previous week, Simon Anderson and Aaron Redpath.  For the University, it was their first game of the season following the start of their new term.

The visitors looked to get some early points on the board, but a long range penalty by Kouros Kemp landed short of the target.  However, they took the lead on just six minutes when a jinking run by Mikie Hazel took him over the line, with Kouros Kemp adding the extras.  This provoked an immediate response from the University, and they were level four minutes later.

Building on this, the home side enjoyed a period of attacking, and rounded it off with a try in the left corner.  An excellent conversion kick from out wide put them seven points in front, but then a tremendous solo try from Scott Smith put the Seasiders back on level terms.  Picking up the ball mid-way in his own half, he made a long arcing run that outstripped the students before he flopped gratefully over the line, leaving Kouros Kemp to add the conversion.

Ten minutes before half-time, the students were then reduced to 14 men following a dangerous tackle.  The Kestrels tried to use this advantage, and finally succeeded when Alan Lee dived over between the posts, after some concerted forward pressure.

With thoughts drifting towards half time, the University reduced the deficit to two points with a try in the right corner, but Clacton secured the ball immediately from the re-start, and Ollie Redpath dived over in the right hand corner.  Kouros Kemp’s excellent kick hit the post, and that signalled the end of a pulsating first half, with the Kestrels leading 26-19.

Within five minutes of the restart, the University had crossed the Clacton line, but the conversion was missed.  However, this galvanised the visitors and, with their scrum looking in control, they gradually took charge of the game.  On the hour mark, yet another scrum was won, and Alan Lee seized the chance to score in the right corner.  Another successful conversion kick from Kouros Kemp – four out of five in all – meant that Clacton were nine points in front, but then the last ten minutes took their toll.

The students finally twigged that they were second best in the forwards, but that their backs could be quite useful if they ran straight!

Clacton managed to defend this ploy for some time, but their line was finally breached for a converted try that brought the points deficit back to two.  The students also won the ball from the re-start, and a tiring Clacton could do nothing to stop them going in front 36-33, and the win was wrapped up in the final minutes with try number seven.

All-in-all, this was an entertaining game between two well-matched sides, and played in an excellent spirit.  Manager Alan Lee was able to ensure that 19 players from Clacton, many of them young and new to the adult game, had a chance to play the sport, and this is the basic ethos of merit table rugby.  

The Kestrels man-of-the-match award went to Scott Smith.  After a period away travelling, he should soon be knocking on the door of the first team.

Next Saturday [22nd October 2011] will see both Clacton teams back in action.  The first team are at Vista Road where they entertain top-of-the-table and unbeaten Bancroft in an Essex League fixture, whilst the Kestrels travel to Ipswich YM Thirds.  Both games kick-off at 3.00 pm.

